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Money should not be the determining factor for doing God³s will. Have you ever seen a dog chase a parked car? Not to often, 
most likely! Faith in God is not passive! 

In Loren Cunningham³s (Founder of Youth With A Mission) book Daring to Live on the Edge he states that Bible faith (Heb.11:
1), comes from:

¶ Knowing what God wants you to do, 
¶ Obeying whatever He shows you to do, 
¶ Then trusting Him to do what you cannot do, in His way and in His time.

Seeing your Faith Increase  (An extract from Loren Cunningham³s book, Daring to Live on the Edge.) 

´All of us are given a measure of faith, according to Romans 12. Faith is a gift, but it must grow though use. Faith 
increases as we exercise itµ......  ´There was a time in my life when I was extremely weak and debilitated.  For days I 
could not lift my head off the pillow. One day I was able to lift my head a little bit. I continued doing that, for it was all 
I was able to do. After a time I grew strong enough to turn in my bed. After more months I was able to move about but 
only by crawling. I could not stand or walk. Then one day, after I was one year old, I was finally able to stand up and 
walk.µ

´Even then there was a problem working against me. It was called gravity. I would take a few steps and fall down, again 
and again. Yet as I worked everyday pushing against that force of gravity, I grew steadily stronger and fell less. Finally I 
could run and jump!µ

´¦ if we can do everything without God³s help, how can we learn to trust him?  The disciples in Luke 17:5 cried, 
´Increase our faith.µ They had seen Jesus do so many miracles. Surely He could instantly impart faith to them. But 
they had to go through the same process we do. Like life breathed into us, faith is a gift from God. But for our faith to 
increase, it must be used and tested.µ

Jim Stier, international chairman of , said, ´When Pam and I first went to Brazil, we had just left Hawaii, where Pam³s father 
offered to give us a house. We were both university graduates, Pam had owned a car, and we had a lot of stuff from our wedding 
where 600 guests had all given us gifts. We could have both taken jobs. We could have done pretty well for ourselves financially, 
a car, a house, no debt, no kids, and $5000/mth. And a lot of people would consider it a sacrifice for us to not take this but go 
to Brazil. But from where we stand now, it was no sacrifice, when we look at all that has happened.µ  Jim has an excellent book 
called Against All Odds and it³s well worth the read.

Our growth in Christ is almost always linked to our expectations and to our hope in God. 

Ephesians 1:18  ´I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has 
called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints.µ

Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 

Hebrews 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and 
that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

Hope, in Greek, means ´confident expectation,µ but hope in the modern sense has lost much of its original meaning. When 
the world today speaks of hope, it is really talking about something that probably will not happen. Doubt and dread are hope³s 
connotations, but hope in the Biblical sense is an assurance based upon God³s character. The potential for growth is great in 
YWAM because of the environment you are in. You will be encouraged to increase your hope in God³s ability to bring about 
maturity, and the roots of maturity begin with brokenness and humility. Sometimes people think the Lord will bring about 
maturity by traveling somewhere different. ´You don³t change by crossing the sea, you change and grow by having a desire, a 
willingness to deny yourself, take up your cross and follow Jesus. Matthew 16:24-25

Objective: To learn how to put finances in a subservient position in our lives, the impor-
tance of walking in faith, and that money should not be the determining factor for doing 



Practical Out workings
 

1. Faithfulness. If you are a good steward of small things you will be given a wider area of influence in God³s vineyard. 
This is why at YWAM promptness at group meetings, being faithful to follow through, being diligent with small 
tasks makes a huge statement.

2. Availability. If people place restrictions on their availability, they will effectively limit their opportunities to grow. 
Transferred to practicality, this means it³s appreciated when people are willing volunteers for even the small, 
unnoticed tasks.  This is a key to remember, people come into ministries or schools usually because they want to 
grow in the Lord. An essential part of growing is serving Him in the small things.

3. A Teachable Spirit. Those that are hardened to differing points of view will find their growth stagnated by pride. 
Hardness of heart is revealed in everyday responses. The Lord wants to break any haughtiness within the group. 
Once people have determined to ask the Lord for change and maturity, they need to know specifically what areas 
of growth would be best for them. Superseding all other requests, we can ask for nothing higher than knowledge of 
God³s character and nature. Because He is a great counselor, God is always willing to share about His ways with 
those who ask. People should search their hearts and ask the Lord specifically for growth in areas of weakness as 
well as take responsibility for their own actions.

It³s advisable to spend quality time talking things over with God, ´it³s survivalµ to pray. Prayer is essential for spiritual growth.

We have to put finances in a subservient position in our lives.

You may have heard some people say; that God wants to see if you are willing to go to the mission field, and as soon as you say 
yes, He might say you don³t have to go any more, and that He just wanted to find out if you were willing. We need to be very 
careful believing that God is like that · when He speaks, He speaks the truth. 

We cannot let finances be the determining factor in what we do for God. We must hear from the Lord and move forward in 
obedience. We must trust him to supply what we can³t supply. 

Money is not God³s problem and shouldn³t be ours.  

a) Matt.6:19-34
 

1. Our treasure isn³t money, but things that have value in heaven (vs.19-20) this can be interpreted to mean the souls 
that you will see in heaven. If you give money to the Lord and are generous, He will bless you, but I don³t believe 
you can manipulate God in this, like you are making some kind of deposits and you can withdraw at some point. I 
think we should concentrate on things that have value in heaven. Is.66 talks about people coming from all over the 
world and bringing offerings from all the nations to the Lord. What is of value to God, are the souls that we bring 
into heaven with us.

 
2. We can³t serve both money and God - the heart only fixes on one supreme thing (vs. 21-24). Supreme means the 

only one, the position of supreme can only be occupied by one. It should bring us great joy to say no to money and 
thus prove that it is God who is supreme to us. This brings God great joy. Many Christians are not aware of it but 
they have God in second place. They say µGod, anything but my moneyµ. 

3. Financial concerns have a lower priority than other things (vs.25-26).  Life is more important than drink and faith 
more important than clothes 

4. It³s useless to worry (vs.27). Most of the anguish in a missionary³s life is over what might happen but never actually 
does. We waste a lot of energy and God doesn³t promises to answer worry, he answers prayer. 

5. Worry insults God (vs.28-32). When you see a need you can pray, take action, and do what you can, but you are not 
to worry.

 
6. As we seek His Kingdom and his righteousness, He will add the other things that He knows we need (vs.33). I³m not 

talking about learning to live on air and clear water, or to try and tell yourself that and accept that you will always 
be poor. He³s just saying to give money its rightful place · low. He doesn³t even say seek righteousness and his 
kingdom and then seek money, he says that he³ll provide that. 

7. Today is enough (vs.34). We shouldn³t worry about tomorrow (or today), but know He will provide as we move 
along. Go ahead and project your needs three years from now, and make your plans to move towards that. But don³t³ 
fill your mind with worry about how you³re going to do that three years from now. 



b) Matt.16:6 (Mark 8:15-21)... 

1. The disciples were concerned about having enough bread, physical provision. Now Jesus either heard or he just 
knew what they were saying, and he couldn³t believe it. He didn³t just say ´oh poor little ones of little faithµ in a soft 
tone of voice. Middle Easterners aren³t like that. He probably was very expressive and rebuked them. Then he gives 
them a math lesson, but it³s not your normal mathematics. Matt: 5 loaves 5000 men = 12 baskets leftover Mark: 7 
loaves, 4000 men = 7 baskets left over.  

Where there was the greater need and the least available resources, there was a greater amount left. Do you see what 
this means³? Who has the greater need, North America or Indonesia? Who has the least available resources, North 
America or Indonesia? Well who do you think is going to have the greatest amount left over!  In any situation we 
face, there will also be provision.  

C.T. Studd was a famous missionary, he had a lot of money. So he sat down and wrote a list of all he had and a list 
of all the needs, and he gave away everything he had, and became an amazing, penniless missionary. 

2. Jesus says that it³s irrelevant, or less... talking about principles. Jesus was responsible with money, he paid his bills. 
It³s not how much money you have in your pocket, it³s the vision and the faith you have in your heart. I³m not 
talking about magic, or going out from a zero income and deciding to buy a $1M building, God very seldom does 
anything like that and when he does it³s an excruciating birth process. Usually he³ll take you from the step where 
you are and move one step forward, and then another step forward, and then another. Little steps of progress. 

3. Don³t ever say you can³t go past the third step because you³re from Indonesia or the Philippines. It doesn³t have 
anything to do with it. If there³s ever any advantage to be had in the way the wealth is distributed around the world, 
the advantage truly belongs to those from countries where there isn³t much. Philippians 4:19 ... my God will meet all 
your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. 

We should operate without unbelief, but respect our enemy and our God. 

1. Our decisions should not be based on money - our giant and fortified cities. 
(Deut.1:28) Money is a giant and has to be taken care of, you can³t take 
possession of the land without taking care of it. But don³t allow yourself to be 
intimidated by it, or you will live the Christian equivalent of wandering in the 
desert for 40 years. l absolutely hate to hear about missionaries who have gone 
back because of finances and their support has dried up, that³s not a good reason 
to quit. 

2. We do respect the reality of our enemy and fear God in this area. (Deut.1:41-45) 
Moses said, do not go up and fight because the Lord will not be with you, you 
will be defeated by your enemies, but they rebelled and went up against this 
command and were defeated. Every one of them put on their weapons and armour thinking it would be easy to defeat 
this enemy. They did not respect the enemy. 

Errors we make in believing for finances

1. Be intimidated, unbelieving, and walking in pride and fear. 
2. Thinking it will be easy, not knowing how much you need the Lord, and not recognizing the power of Mammon and 

respecting it.  



1. Attracts a base of prayer and moral support.

Mat 6:19 - 21  ´Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves 
break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.µ
 a) Prayer follows financial investment.
 b) Develops a prayer and moral support base for the ministry you are involved with.

2. Involves more people in the joy and reward of mission work.

a) The best recruiters for missions are the missionaries themselves.
  b) Rom 10:14 · 15 ´How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall 

they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall 
they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: ²How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of 
peace, who bring glad tidings of good things!³µ

3. Strengthens and develops you as a person.

a) Will teach you what it means to walk by faith.
b) Will help you to grow up and to mature spiritually.
c) Teaches you how to present yourself and how to communicate.

4. Broadens the support base for other ministry and missions.

If we effectively communicate, it will draw churches together and encourage missions in other areas as we share 
about the need to send missionaries.

5. Creates a ´Familyµ of friends.

a) Through your network of friends and relationships, they get first hand knowledge of missions and how they 
can be involved.
b) Helps keep you accountable.
c) When trouble or pain arises we need friends.

6. Forces us to deal with fear, pride and unbelief.

1 John 4:18 ´There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who 
fears has not been made perfect in love.µ
2 Tim 1:7 ´For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.µ

7. Gives us the opportunity to minister and witness.

Support raising is a valid part of our ministry! It gives us the opportunity to meet, influence and encourage, 
those around us, which is what ministry is all about. 

8.  YWAM can multiply into the entire world a lot quicker.

It³s not abnormal that YWAM doesn³t pay wages. Most large missions agencies don³t, this allows for rapid 
growth.

Objective: To learn that it³s not just about money, and that God has a plan for our person-
al involvement in support raising. 



You will need to work out your philosophy on raising support. Some people ask, others only pray, while others provide 
information. In the book People Raising by William P. Dillon, he covers the subject of ´to ask or not to askµ and highlights three 
modern day Christian leaders and how they walked in their faith:

Á George Muller would pray and not ask for support.
Á Hudson Taylor would pray and provide information but would not solicit.
Á DL Moody would pray, give information and solicit.

Which is more biblical? 1 Cor 6:12 NIV  ´Everything is permissible for meµ · but not everything is beneficial. ´Everything is 
permissible for meµ -but I will not be mastered by anything.

1. Is there a Biblical basis for making needs known or ´appealingµ?
                             a. Nothing prohibits it.

   
                                           b. Fundraising is for the Kingdom, not for you.

c. Definition of an appeal: giving people an opportunity to match their concern with action.
    1) Phil. 4:10 ´...you were concerned before, but you lacked opportunity.µ

   d. Scriptural examples
    1) Matthew 10:11
    2) Luke 10:7
    3) Romans 15:24
    4) I Kings 17:4 - 9

2. How does a Christian worker overcome the tendency to feel uncomfortable raising money for ´selfµ? 
  a. People give to God. Money is for the mission.

  b. Your ministry is significant.
   1) I Cor. 12:21

  c. Fear of rejection
   1) Psalm 56:3 ´When I am afraid, I will put my trust in Thee.µ

3. May a Christian worker appeal to non-believers?
a. This question presupposes that we can distinguish Christians from non-Christians.

b. III John 7:8 ´For they went out for the sake of the Name, accepting nothing from the Gentiles. 
Therefore we ought to support such men...µ 

    1) We are not to depend on the ungodly to fund the godly.
2) Appeal to known non-Christians only if their giving draws them closer to Christ.

    3) Gifts from non-Christians are springboards for evangelism.

4. What about appealing to relatives?
a. Mark 6:4  ´A prophet is not without honor except in his home town and among his own relatives and 
in his own household.µ

  b. What will the effect be on your parents?
  c. Individualize your appeals to relatives.
  d. Having adequate finances will be a major testimony to them.

 

Objective: To answer three questions: (1) do we tell people our needs, (2) do we ask for 
financial support, (3) or do we wait until God directs others to meet our needs?



5. May Christian workers appeal to people to whom they have not ministered?
a. The principle of giving to those who instruct us is not meant to limit to whom we may appeal.

1) III. John 5 ´Beloved, you are acting faithfully in whatever you accomplish for the brethren, 
and especially when they are strangers.µ

 b. Why prohibit potential givers?

 c. Why limit who can raise support?

 d. Unwilling to leave your comfort zone?
  1) Money follows ministry....sometimes.
  2) Ministry follows money

3) If you are going to reach 100% of your budget, you will have to leave your comfort zone.

6. May a Christian worker appeal to those already giving heavily?
 a. Let the giver decide

 b. Sacrificial giving is commended
1) II.Cor.8:3  ´...according to their ability, and beyond their ability they gave of their own 
accord...µ

 c. It could enhance your relationship

 d. How to deal with ´multiple-hitµ givers
  1) Verbalize feelings

  2) Comment for giving

  3) Empathize: ´You can³t give to every appeal.µ

7. May Christian workers appeal to those less well-off than themselves?
 a. Everyone with an income is required to give.

1) Deut. 16:17 ´Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the Lord your 
God which He has given you.µ

 b. How do you know whether people are well off?
1) John 7:24  ´Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment.µ

8. At what standard should Christian workers set their life-styles?
 a. Should Christian workers be poor?

1) Proverbs 30:8 ´...give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with the food that is my 
portion...µ

 b. You will be criticized no matter what your lifestyle is.
1) Matt.11:18-19 ´For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ²He has 

a demon!³. The Son of Man came eating and drinking and they say, ²Behold a 
gluttonous man and a drunkard, a friend of tax gatherers and sinners!µ

 c. Asceticism (self denial) is not the answer.
1) Order your life style such that you are at maximum effectiveness in life, family, and 
ministry. 

2) Our standard of living should not inhibit what we are trying to accomplish for the 
Kingdom.



Why do I need a budget?  

a) To know how much you need and to focus on a clear goal. 
b) To close the circle on how much you need.

We cannot hit a target we cannot see! John 17:4, 
Acts 20:24, Romans12:1, John 15:10,14 - 16, 
Matt. 12:50, Nehemiah 2:1-8

1. Nehemiah prayed before he asked.
2. Nehemiah asked specifically.
3. Nehemiah thought carefully about what he needed to ask.

¶ Don³t be wishy-washy. If somebody asks you how much you need for something, you should be able to tell them 
exactly what you need. 

¶ We must set financial goals and not be lazy, God can & will provide.
  
¶ lf you don³t have a clearly defined goals, you won³t have any focus or power in this area. In other words, you don³t 

shoot an arrow into the wall and then run up and draw a circle around the arrow and shout ´Bull³s-eyeµ!  

¶ Application with discipline gives power in all areas of your life. 

¶     Do you have all the financial support you need? If you don³t have a clearly 
defined budget, how do you know?

¶     1John 1:7 says that God has not given us a spirit of fear. Fear is what will stop 
us from fundraising.  Often we are convinced that where we are is too hard of a 
place to raise support, so we develop good excuses for not doing what we know 
God has asked us to do. 

¶ You shouldn³t be a sponge that endlessly absorbs the money of the Body of Christ. One of the reasons people have 
trouble raising support, is that pastors and people in the Body of Christ look at them with suspicion thinking, µhow 
do I know that you don³t already have 200 supporters and you³re making 10 times more than I am?µ 

¶ In the kind of life that we have there can be abuse, so we need to be accountable and disciplined, making our budget, 
writing it down and showing it to our supporters. We need to know how much to raise, and once we³ve raised it, 
quit asking. 

¶ If you³re looking as far ahead as college for your kids, then go ahead and put it in your budget and show the people 
who are supporting you. Help them to better understand your needs. 
 

¶ Supporting our parents when they get older is highly legitimate, so if that³s important to you and you want to have 
the means to do that, then budget towards it. 

We use many excuses as to why we do not receive the funds that we need, often claiming that either the 
nation we come from or the nation we are working in makes it near impossible to raise our needed support. 
Read 2 Peter 1. 

Objective: To gain a clear understanding of your personal financial needs and develop a 
written budget that can be tracked and communicated with potential. 



By budgeting your fincnaces, you can learn to be responsible in how you use your money and be faithful in the small.

Ø Luke 16:10-12  ´Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with 
very little will also be dishonest with much. So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who 
will trust you with true riches? And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else³s property, who will give 
you property of your own?µ

¶ If we are faithful with little things, we will be faithful with much. If we are not good stewards of someone else³s 
property, who will trust us with more.

¶ Sometimes we see abuse in YWAM at times from staff and students who have no ownership in the ministry and are 
undisciplined. They operate in the mentality that it³s not theirs so why should they care, or it³s YWAM³s and will 
pay for it! This is a lack of maturity, and leads to missing God³s will, not realizing that God wants to train them for 
future ministry.

¶ Some YWAMers can spend much more money than they realize. It³s amazing how it slips through your fingers, a little 
bit here, a little bit there. 

¶ If you have a couple of dollars in your pocket, you tend to think µthis isn³t going to 
help with my big needs so I³ll just go ahead and have fun with it.µ A movie here, a 
couple of cokes there and somehow it all trickles away. This is the same thing that 
happens to people who put on weight. They think one little piece of cake isn³t going 
to hurt · and they³re right. But they if they continue they put on weight.

Without a clear budget, you cannot present your case to prospective supporters.

¶ This is absolutely essential. You will need to plan out a strategy in the coming weeks of how to present your needs, 
which will not only help you learn how to communicate effectively, but will also generate confidence in yourself and 
your ability to get the 

  job done.  

A budget will help you think long term, and help with things like savings, vacations, etc. 

¶ It³s important to set realistic goals and plan for the future. If you plan not only for your short term needs but consider 
the future in your budgeting, it will help you to develop better strategies and goals. One goal would be to believe 
God for ten people that could give you $50 per month. Next year bring the list up to 20 people, then 30 and 40 until 
you have 80. When we are always struggling financially, it occupies too much of our thoughts and prayers.

¶ We should spend less time praying for money and more time working and believing. It is a biblical principle to make 
money work for us, not us to work for money.

¶ Don³t leave this area out thinking it³s an extra because you need to save and take a holiday in order to stay in ministry 
long term.

Find out how much you receive and how you spend it. 

Now that you understand why a budget is important, you need to make steps towards getting a handle on your current expenses 
and needs. By keeping detailed records of every penny that you receive and spend over an allotted amount of time, you will 
discover how wisely you are currently spending your money and you will get a more detailed understanding of your actual 
financial needs.  

¶ Some YWAMers don³t really know how much their monthly income is. They know the regularly monthly income, 
but that³s only part of it. There³s a lot of other stuff that happens. People might walk up and give you something, 
offerings, somebody pays a bill for you, that³s all income. You need to know how much you really make.   

¶ Businessmen are disciplined in these areas, because if they³re not they go broke.  Every missionary is a small 
businessman. You should treat your supporters and the whole area of finances in a very professional way.  

¶ If you³re going to raise funds for yourself with integrity, you need to do an analysis of how much you really have 
coming in. This means writing down every dollar that comes in. You³ll probably be surprised at the numbers you 
come up with.     

¶ This is called ´putting the house in orderµ. God³s not going to send his blessing on you if you cannot be responsible 
with what you already have. 



1)  Analyse how much you need by category. 

First, figure out your survival budget, then prepare a budget that would not only meet your ²get by³ list, but one that includes 
savings, insurance, holidays, etc.  Scripture shows that if we are faithful we are blessed! 

a) Staff fees 
¶ If your base doesn³t have staff fees, don³t take that as permission to not pay anything. A big part of being righteous, 

upright and just is figuring out what you ought to pay and paying it. Your leader may not require it of you but you 
need to require it of yourself. 

b) Transportation 
¶ If you have a car, this will be a much bigger expense. 

c) Personal ministry needs 
¶ You will need things like envelopes, paper, and stamps to communicate with your supporters.
¶ Special events, outreaches, etc.

d) Extra food   
¶ You get your basic food on the base in most situations. If in your situation everybody lives separately and buys their 

own food, then you will have another figure for food, which will include this.
e) Clothing   

¶ Average this out over the year, taking into consideration special ministry clothes. Put it in as a monthly expense. 
f) Medical   

¶ All YWAMers should have health insurance. Most countries offer a variety of levels, and 
there are also some policies available for people who live overseas. If you come to a 
medical crisis, it can be very expensive and it³s not fair to just rely on your supporters to 
help you out. It³s not as out of reach as you may think, but we often have a mentality that 
we³re poor and can³t afford it. 

¶ If there is absolutely no health plan available in a country, then you should start putting 
money away each month, which is only to be for your health needs. Do not touch it for other reasons. This is 
thinking of your supporters and family who will feel obligated to help if you get sick and have no way to take care of 
it. 

g) Entertainment and vacation   
¶ It³s fine for you to spend money on these things, but it should be a conscious process.  Plan out your activities, don³t 

just do stuff haphazardly, budget for it.
h) Personal hygiene 

¶ Toothpaste, deodorant, soap, etc.
i) Tithes (10% is a good guideline) 

¶ The bottom line is you need to be generous; tithing is a lifestyle issue and done out of an obedience to how God directs 
you. If you don³t give from a freedom of heart there may be something wrong.

j) Offerings   
¶ Plan for giving to offerings. Maybe just a little bit at first, but you should let your faith grow for this.

k) Savings
¶ Around 10% for an example. This is a Godly responsibility.

l) Taxes  (if this applies) 
¶ Be aware of the laws of your country and be prepared to fulfil the requirements of the law, don³t just ignore it.  

(Matthew 17 :24)
j) Debts  

¶ As a general rule if you are in debt pay it off as soon as possible and stay out of debt.  If it is a complicated situation 
seek council.

2) Prioritize by category:
 

1) Obligations:  top priority (base fees, rent, electricity, phone rental and areas that you have committed yourself to 
either legally or verbally) 

2) Needs:   only after priorities are met (savings, clothing, food, communication supplies, etc) 

3) Desires/Wants:  when both of the above are met (coke, movies, etc.)

¶ It³s very discouraging for leaders, when they are giving, battling and struggling and the base is barely surviving, to then 
see one of their workers who haven³t paid any staff fees for months, to be sitting in a restaurant having a nice meal 
and a Coke. Know where your priorities are. 

 
Á Most of us have heard of a father who spends his whole pay cheque on drink or gambling when he hasn³t fed his family. 

It³s a very great sin, but no greater then when we meet our desires before our obligations and needs. 



You have to handle different kinds of expense, but all should be in budget. 

a) Fixed (e.g. staff fees) 
As a new missionary, I would keep fixed obligations absolutely as low as possible. (Buy nothing on credit cards that 
you can³t afford to buy and don³t go into debt.)

b) Periodic (e.g. vacation) 
Remember to plan for these ahead of time. You can save monthly towards these. 
Budget towards these expenses but be sure to discipline yourself to put it aside and 
not spend it. 

c) Flexible (e.g. clothes, offerings) 
Normally you would plan these things in, but there³s one nice thing about being in missions. People that get a salary 
never get any more than that. Once they open the pay packet, that³s it. But being a missionary is like fishing, you 
never know when a big one is going to bite. So when you do happen to get a large amount, don³t spend it flippantly. 
Use it carefully and with wisdom. 

d) Optional (e.g. recreation) 
Plan for this in your budget as well. Keep this reasonable, because if your supporters ask to see your budget you 
should be able to show it to them without being embarrassed. Be responsible.

Remember this: having all that you need¦..

2 Cor. 9:6- 9 ´Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each 
man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And 
God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every 
good work. As it is written: ²He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness endures forever³.µ

Each staff member³s budget can vary greatly. Take a look at the proposed monthly budget below...

     AUD  USD  NZD  CAD

Staff Fees    $130
Food     $150
Personal hygiene   $20
Clothing     $30
Transportation   $50
Outreach fees, travel costs  $100
Postage, communication  $50
Entertainment, hospitality  $40 
Holiday     $40
Phone     $20
Tithes    $80
Offerings    $50
Savings     $80
Insurance    $50

Monthly Total   $890  $500  $1200  $750

One off bonds etc.
Accommodation Bond  $50
Transportation Bond  $200
Visa Expenses  $200



It³s easier to turn a moving ship than a stationary one. Following are some suggestions in how to proceed.

1) Pray and develop an action plan. 

  1. Pray and meditate for this plan.

  2. Know about the people as much as possible that you want to talk with.

  3. If you do not have a strategy, your fund raising will be from crisis to crisis.

4. Proverbs 19:21  ´Many are the plans in a man³s heart, but by the counsel of the Lord, it will stand.µ

You may need to set aside time to support raise. Carefully plan it out so it doesn³t just turn into a holiday. 

2) Generate a list of people you can start with from. 

Church Friends  Friends From Other Missions  Relatives School Contacts Neighbors 
Service Contacts Friends Employment   Miscellaneous Club and Civic Contacts  
Contacts From Your Mission
 

Á This list is very precious. You want to think about it in depth, and be constantly aware 
of ways it can grow. If you are out in a team somewhere and somebody expresses an 
interest in you and what you³re doing, get their address and ask them if they would 
like to get news about your ministry.

Á  When people express admiration for you, they are really asking for a relationship, but 
we usually just get embarrassed and shrug and walk away leaving them disappointed. 

Á Don³t limit your list to rich people. Most missionary support doesn³t come from rich people, so don³t be afraid to put a 
wide range of people on your list. 

Á Generally, you should take the people who support  off of your  personal list, and respect them as friends of the ministry. 
If you don³t, they may become frustrated with you and with  as an organization. 

Á  You can put relatives on your list if you have the right kind of relationships with them. 

Á The best people to put on your list are the ones who have expressed interest in your ministry. 

Á Everybody should aim at having 20- 30 supporters. That spreads things out enough so that if you loose one or two, you 
will still be ok. You will also have a good prayer base.

Á  People who promise to support you and then don³t, are sinning against God, and somehow we need to help them see that 
without manipulating or pressuring them, and we need to approach this with sensitivity and in a good spirit, not because 
our support depends on them but because they are in sin.

Á  However, if a person says they³ll support you and then write and tell you their situation has changed and they are no 
longer able to help, you are to accept that and keep them informed. 

Objective: To make a plan of action with practical steps on personal support raising. 



From these groups of people answer these questions.

  1. Geographically, where is your highest concentration of prospects? Why?

  2. Geographically, where is your second highest concentration of prospects? Why?

 3. Geographically, where is your third highest concentration of prospects? Why?
 
Contact details. Who are these people?
 

Á What type of house do they live in?
Á Do they own more than one home?
Á Do you think  they would be open to your ministry?
Á How much do they know of your ministry?
Á Have they given support before?
Á Do they currently give to ?
Á Do they have extra sources of income?
Á What kind of lifestyle do they lead?
Á What type of jobs do they have?
Á Are both husband and wife working?
Á Does he/she own their own business?
Á How many people do they employ?
Á How is business going?
Á How old are they?

After you have made your list, rank people in order of priority. Make three lists. 

 1. High Priority: 
Á Someone that you have just met that expresses interest in what you are doing. Try to contact them within 48 hrs 

of that meeting. 
Á Someone who is presently supporting you, or who has been, up until the last three months. 
Á Someone who has a good capability to. 
Á Someone who already gives to missions.

 2.  Medium Priority:
Á People that are in the balance - friends that you may have spent time with and have explained your ministry. 

You may have asked them for support and the relationship is still growing.

 3.  Low Priority: 
Á People that you don³t know that well and haven³t expressed significant  interest in what you are doing. 

However, don³t dismiss them, because things may change.

As much as possible, it is better to have a list made up of individuals as opposed to churches or groups of people. Don³t dismiss 
your church contacts, but churches have a tendence to start buildilng programs, change pastors, or change their focus, and you 
may be left out. That is why it³s important to never rely solely on a church or a mission board to keep you on the field. 

Now you³re ready to put together your presentation piece. Be prepared to give your potential supporters an overall picture of your 
base³s ministy as well as your personal ministry so they can se how it all ties in. Put together a folder or some combination of 
communication tools to present. Make sure you include your personal budget in your folder. 

There are three types of communication that you can now engage in: one on one, small groups, and larger 
groups.   
   a. One on one involves these steps

   1. A phone call to make an appointment.
   2. A personal visit

3. A reconfirmation of what they have committed to. (Send a letter)
   b. Small Groups   

 Ask a friend if he would have some friends who might be interested in hearing about what you  
 are doing, and if he would be willing to have a meeting in his home.

   c. Large Groups
 Fundraising dinner. Each person invites 6 people to come.



Do it face-to-face.
 
Á It is harder to raise money face to face, but it is much more effective, not because of the money, but because of the 

relationship. 

Á Missionaries are famous for throwing the need out there and then waiting to see what happens.

Á There is no hypocrisy when you are face to face. 

Á When I say face-to-face I don³t mean go and hint at your needs in a round-about, manipulating fashion. I mean straight 
forward, honest, transparent meeting. 

Set it up ahead of time, by phone of possible.

1. Get an appointment 
2. Tell them why 
3. Don³t ask for money on this phone call 

  
Á Call and ask for an appointment to talk about support, that way if the person doesn³t want to support you, they can be too 

busy to have an appointment with you and this is the chance you give them to get off easily. That³s more polite. 

Á If they say yes, then have time to think about it, it gives God time to work on them, and it gives you permission to talk 
about money when you get to the appointment. It³s much more up-front. 

Go to the meeting and present your case.

Á Take your folder with the information neatly and clearly displayed.

Á Sit beside the person so you can both go through the folder together.

Á First of all, talk about YWAM international. It helps your credibility if they understand you are part of a world-wide 
organization, recognized on every continent, established since 1960.

Á Even if it³s a very old friend of yours, it³s a good idea to go through this. Many people think they know about , but their 
understanding is actually very limited. As you present your ministry very clearly, they will look at you through a more 
professional filter. You should suggest an amount to the potential supporter. If you don³t, he won³t know how much is 
appropriate and will fear embarrassment. If you suggest an amount, they will either agree, or say it³s not enough or it³s 
too much. At least you have a starting point for them to calculate from. 

Á It³s amazing how many people assume that the mission pays you. There is no large mission anywhere in the world that 
pays salaries to its workers. That³s because missions that pay salaries never get large.

Á If you³re really shy, take a friend with you. You make the presentation and he/she can ask. This method is often very 
effective. The friend introduces you, you present, they ask. 

Á If the person can³t help now, ask them to help by presenting you to other contacts. If they can connect you with 
somebody else, it will make them feel better about not being able to help. 

       Some other methods can work, but not nearly so well as individual meetings. 

Á Even the President of  YWAM does not receive a salary. He is just like you. There³s no secret way for the leaders to 
somehow get rich from the mission, the mission doesn³t pay wages to any of its workers. 

Á If you are in leadership you do not want your workers to look to you as their financial source. If you want to raise support 
for your team, you can put them in touch with people, but do not go and raise the money and then dish it out from your 
central fund. Put the workers into relationship with outsiders and let them be supported directly. 

Á In YWAM if we have 10 young leaders come along tomorrow and say they want to work on our base, we can say, 
´Amen! Come on!µ and be confident that they will agitate and raise their own support and get going. If I had to pay them 
a salary, I would probably have to say, ´I³m sorry, there are no positions available.µ 

Á You are not really asking for yourself. You are asking for the people out there whose lives are going to be changed.



Two rules regarding money: 

1. People will give when you ask 
2. People don³t usually give when you don³t ask.

Á It³s much less offensive to ask for support, than it is to just hang around and hope they notice there³s a hole in your shoe.

Á Don³t complain about missionary support until you³ve gone out and talked to about 100 or more.  

Á Trust God to give you 20-30 partners. God has those people out there for you, but you need to approach them and present 
your case. 

You will never really be able to know the effects of winning a soul for Jesus. You may move on, but each convert has the capacity 
to go on and multiply. There³s nothing more important than reaching the rest of humanity with the gospel. We live in amazing 
times for miracles, but also the most amazing times there have ever been in terms of advancement of the gospel. Think of an 
engineer who has worked in a factory for ten or twenty years, perfecting the design of a door handle for a car. Even when they 
sell the cars, the same unhappy people are driving around in them. We³ve got the best job in the world, because we get to give our 
lives to something that is significant and valuable. 

These are just the basics. Once you start to manage and take control of your spending and income, you may need to make this a 
little more advanced, which could include planning for things like furniture, and other special purchases. Gifts are another thing 
which you might want to put in. If you have kids, there will be other things to budget for. Education for your children may be 
another savings plan to work out. 

One of the best things you can do is become active in this area instead of being passive.  If the thought of setting a budget makes 
you feel depressed and down, that comes from unbelief. Put that aside and make your budget anyway, and believe that God will 
meet your needs. Often where we have a lack of focus in this area, we call it faith. In reality, if you have a clarity, you will have 
greater faith. 

When the bible was written and the great commission given, how many industrialized 
economies were there, like the U.S.A.? None. The entire world was less developed than 
Indonesia or Philippines, but they didn³t say, ´we can³t do it because we don³t have any 
money.µ 

If you³ve ever recruited somebody to join YWAM, you were asking them to give up 
a lot more than if they had only supported you, but for some reason we find it easier. 
Why does money make us so uncomfortable? We are used to challenging people to do 
sacrificial things, but we³ve got this hang-up with money, so we just don³t do it. God 
can  supernaturally provide money for you. That isn³t the issue. The issue is that He 
wants you to have relationships. We can³t save anyone³s soul. Only God can. But we 
don³t just sit back and do nothing because it³s God who does it. It³s because God saves the soul that we are encouraged 
to go out and do something. 

Another reason that we don³t ask people to partner us isn³t because we³re too spiritual, it³s because we³re too proud. From the 
time we³re little, we have been of the opinion that if we have to ask people for money, we³re bad people. Unconsciously, we put 
ourselves in that category if we have to go out and raise support. We don³t want to humble ourselves to ask, but we need to do it 
if we³re going to cooperate with the Lord. 90% of all Christians don³t witness, because they³ve learnt from when they were very 
small that people that talk to other people about religion are bad people, so they never talk to people about Jesus. Just like that is a 
very wrong mentality, the mentality that keeps us from asking others for help is just as wrong. 



1) Effective Appeals for Monthly Support:

A newsletter is not your most effective way to communicate, because they are often impersonal and photocopied.  The 
best form of communication is personal.

2) The important thing to remember is to be personal
We need to learn how to ´farmµ those that we share with. Just as a farmer would prepare the soil, then plant that seed and 
cultivate it, we need to nurture those who God gives us. 

3) Relationships are not numbers or objects, but people.
People give to people
People give to people they know
People give to people they know and trust
People give to people they know, trust, and care for.

4) Failure to Cultivate
In your circle of influence you may be surprised with what people may or may not know. It is so important to 
communicate and develop relationships. While some of these people will help support you financially others may be 
supported by you. 

5) Reasons for enlarging your mailing list
   a. Cultivates future givers and increase your influence.
   b. You never know who God has appointed to contribute.
    1) Hebrews 13:2 ´Do not neglect to show hospitality to          
    strangers, for by this some have entertained angels       
    without knowing it.µ
   c. Wrong question: ´Would this person like to give?µ
   d. Right question: ´Would this person like a letter?µ

Here are a few tips for ministry to those on your mailing list:
   a. Devote 10% of your ministry time to your constituency.
   b. Be selective in constituency ministry.

c. Be aware of over conscientiousness - Do not write a personal note on every letter.

Objective: To learn on-going effective communication strategies. 

One-on-one conversation
Small group discussion

Large group discussion
Telephone

Handwritten letter
Typed letter/ e-mail

Mass letter
Newsletter/ Web

Brochure
News Item

Advertisement
Handout

More effective

Less effective



6) Five Steps to Building a Support Team

             
    
    
    
 

            
            

       

      

         

Do you know what step the people are on in your circle of influence?  Work out a strategy and action plan for your ministry if 
God gave you another 100 people, how would you walk them through the steps?

7) Failure to ask...Assuming Money Always Follows Ministry

a) Do not walk in presumption or a fake mysticism that because you are doing God³s work that money will 
automatically follow.
b) There is a difference between making needs known and inviting people to give.
c) People do not naturally gravitate toward making financial decisions unless they are asked.

 d) Personal support raising = C + O  (concern plus opportunity)

8)  Multiple Appeals Guidelines

Be careful what choices you give people as you may confuse them. Give one choice at a time on each line not 
four on each line.

  Good  ±Cash    Bad 1. ___Cash ___Monthly ___Prayer ___Other
    ±Monthly
    ±Prayer
    ±Other

 
Individualize your appeals. One-to-One visits enable you to individualize your appeal. How would this person like to be 
approached? 

Communicate conviction not compliancy.

  1. Why do you need money?
  2. Why do you need money now?
  3. Give people a deadline of the date you need it by.

 
Use a response vehicle such as a pledge card. have response cards returned directly to you. 

Without a clear strategy of communication people will find it hard to move from 
having an awareness of you and your ministry to being able to represent you as an 
advocate. 

Good ideas don³t lead very far unless they are coupled with a clear strategy and plan. 



9) Raising Support from Churches

Guideline for Church Appeals
b. Be persistent.
c. Understand how your church operates.
d. If your church has a missions board be prepared to answer many questions. From health insurance, 

saving³s, accountability, misunderstandings, wrong perceptions etc¦
e. If your church has little or no understanding of  prepare a communications package (contact YWAM 

for help).
f. Serve visibly and sincerely. Serving is the ´gateµ and seminars are effective ways to serve.

  
Work with a friend in the church.

a.   Involve the pastor/minister and key people into your ministry personally.
1. Don³t be afraid to ask for larger amounts if you need them.

b.   Fill out paperwork
 1. Present your ministry personally. 

c.   Prepare well
   1. Know details about your organization.

2. Do not just ride the organization³s coat tails. Understand your personal involvement.

10) Appealing for Major Gifts

I.  Things to keep in mind as we approach a people for large gifts
a. What is a ´large giftµ?  $100 + per month?
b. These people are just like us. They need ministry too.
c. Approach them for monthly support, annual gifts or cash projects.
 1. Conversations need to be pointed to the bottom line.
 2. Articulate clearly your vision.
 3. Appeal to the tangible (vision) v. the need.

4. Paint the entire picture and suggest a specific range for them.
5. Do not depend on large donors each time you are in need.

2.  Pitfalls when approaching large donors
a. Not being prepared to explain the details of your organization.
b. Being nervous. Do not be afraid, God has entrusted them with resources.

11) Raising Money for Cash Projects

Guideline for Cash Projects
a. How will this project help the Kingdom of God?
b. Brainstorm and develop a plan.
c. People will respond to mail appeals for one-time cash.
d. Ask for specific amounts.
e. Use the 3-pronged approach.

1. Everyone for a smaller amount.
2. 2-3 for a very large amount ($500+)
3. 15-75 for a ´take-up-the-slackµ amount (multiple of smaller amount)

f. Give a deadline
g. Use a simple response vehicle (card, envelope returned to you)
h. Have thank-you³s ready before gifts start coming in.

12) Guidelines for Writing Financial Appeals
One Letter to One Person

a. One topic (finances).
b. One page.
c. Warm, personal.
d. Urgency  - Why do you need the money?
e. Deadline

o Why do you need the money now?



o Avoid poor talk.
f. Response card returned to you.
g. Tell how to make the gift.

o You will need to find out to best way for people to do this as it    may vary from which 
country it comes from.

h. Ask for the gift--do not command it.
i. Specific amount or rang.

13) Raising Financial Support is Ministry

Keeping Your Givers Giving
1.  Accept that support raising is ministry and is a part of your calling.

a.  Phil. 4:17  ´ Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek for the profit which  increases to your 
account.µ 
b. If we have chosen to be supported by the free-will gifts of people, we have chosen some 
responsibility for ministry to them.
c. It is not donor maintenance, but donor ministry that should concern us.

2.  Inform your supporters.
a. Your donors are more interested in you than in your ministry.
b. Sometimes it is difficult to explain , but you can illustrate it.
c. Personal letters should half discuss you personally and half your ministry as a guideline.

3.  Stimulate your supporters.
a. Ideas on bringing them closer to you and the ministry.
Á ´War storiesµ
Á Photographs in every general letter
Á Ministry handout
Á Phone call just to visit
Á Personal letters
Á Serving weekend donors

b. Generally, donors³ gift size and frequency will increase as they become more bonded with you.
4.  Appreciate your supporters.

a. The attitude you have toward your donors (+ or -) will come through in your communications.
b. If you see people as a means to an end and not an end in themselves you will usually abuse the 
relationship.

14) How regularly should I communicate?

When you consider how busy our lives can be it³s, important to stay in touch! Like with any relationship, we need to 
maintain and develop them. To be involved in ministry we need to be consistent and regular with our efforts, as this is 
one of the keys in evaluating the effectiveness of our communication. We must also remember that the information that is 
received may be viewed in a different light than was sent.  

Personal Communication Strategy Development Goals.

This will vary, but in any relationship there must be good communication. Failure to do so will cause a greater 
separation. Begin with what you think is realistic, and then develop a plan, following is a progressive suggestion on what 
you can aim at.

1. One on one.
2. One on one · Thank you.
3. One on one · Thank you · Periodic Personal Letters / Emails
4. One on one · Thank you · Periodic Personal Letters / Emails · With Response Card
5. One on one · Thank you · Periodic Personal Letters / Emails · With Response Card · Update Web Page 
6. One on one · Thank you · Periodic Personal Letters / Emails · With Response Card · Update Web Page · YWAM news 

brief or Personal News brief
7. One on one · Thank you · Periodic Personal Letters / Emails · With Response Card · Update Web Page · YWAM news 

brief or Personal News brief · Regular offers

We need to actively work on improving our communication base.



During your time in Youth With A Mission (YWAM) you will have plenty of opportunities to step out in faith ´To know God and 
make Him knownµ. To do this you will need to see God provide for you and learn how to be a good steward of finances.

People join YWAM for all sorts of reasons: to grow in God, to have a holiday, Mum & Dad would agree to this missions trip, to 
see some freedom and purpose come into their lives, thought the surf might be good, wanted to see Australia, have some fun¦ 
and the list goes on and on.

These reasons are not necessarily wrong, but as God has drawn us from all over the world, we must remember that we are here for 
a common purpose. As God becomes our focal point, we realize more and more why it is so vital that we work together and agree 
upon His purposes.  

To help achieve this, we must understand the foundations of YWAM and why it exists as an organization. Along with that, we 
have to understand our own personal involvement in this vision, the role God has asked us to play not only in our own personal 
networks, but also in the communities we serve. 

As you gain understanding in these areas it will help you to gain a very real sense of your purpose in being here, but also to help 
you to find your authority and legitimacy in the body of Christ. There are many challenges and opportunities in our world and 
God wants His people to get radical and involved in His purposes today!!

One of your first steps is to enter into all that God has for you. Just as you walk through a physical door you will need to enter 
into ministry with your whole heart. I don³t doubt that God has directed you here, but to receive all that God has for you during 
this time you will need to be convinced of that and walk in that conviction not 
unbelief. This can take time but we are here to help and God is always faithful.

Psalm119:2 Blessed are those who keep His testimonies, Who 
seek Him with the whole heart!

Hebrews 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because 
anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he 
rewards those who earnestly seek him.

. 

Why does God want us to live by faith? 

1. Proving God is Real

Extracts from Loren Cunningham³s (Founder of Youth With A Mission) book, Daring to Live on the Edge. 

´First, living by faith proves to us and the world that God is real¦¦I believe this is the primary reason God has us 
in Youth With A Mission to ask each worker to trust God for his or her own financial needs, that is, food, drink, and 
clothing (the needs, Jesus specifically mentioned in Matthew 6:31-33), as well as travel costs. Scores of thousands of 
workers from over one hundred nations have gone all over the world, taking up that challenge and believing that where 
God guides, He provides. And where He leads, He feeds!

At first I worried. God³s guidance was so clear, yet the three or four other mission groups I was closest to paid salaries, 
at least for their secretaries and home-office people. But the Lord told us there were to be no salaried positions in . 
Everyone- from myself to the youngest volunteer, from the evangelistic team member to the mechanic fixing the group³s 
bus · was to trust God for his or her upkeep and travel.

I have never thought this was the only way to run a missionary organization. It was just the way God led us. Much later 
I learned that almost all mission boards with more than a handful of missionaries in the field operate on the same basis, 
each individual trusting God and being personally responsible for raising his own living and ministry expenses.µ 

Objective: To learn about Youth with a Mission (YWAM) and your part in this ministry, and to 
develop a communication package that can be presented to yoru friends and supporters.  



John 14 :12  ´I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than 
these, because I am going to the Father.µ

Personal Support Raising

It is not about just about raising money for your needs, it is a ministry to others. It requires faith and a desire to include others in 
missions. If you see people as a means to an end and not an end in themselves you will probably abuse the relationship. Raising 
support is about coming together for a common purpose. 

To understand why God calls us together you need to understand these two areas: 

Á The first seems very basic, but it is one of the most important lessons that God can teach us. We need each other. We 
need to help one another and build each other up in the body of Christ, and to encourage one another to grow in maturity. 

Á The second is almost as elementary. We are much more effective functioning as a body in sharing the ´Good Newsµ. We 
are far less effective if we do it alone. 1Cor12:12-31
 

Ephesians 4:11-16 ´It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors 
and teachers, to prepare God³s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in 
the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 
Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by 
the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into 
him who is the Head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and 
builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.µ

 
Being Prepared · 1 Peter 3:15

For you to communicate to your friends, family, and supporters, you will need to understand what you are really on about. The 
four main areas are:

1. God³s calling on your life (testimonies/stories)
2. Youth With A Mission · International
3. The local base, centre you are a part of.
4. Your Personal involvement in ministry

If you don³t know these areas you will not communicate very clearly and your supporters will not be able to fully understand your 
needs. These are some simple steps you can take to make sure you are ready to communicate effectively:  

Á Know that God has called you to YWAM, and that He wants you here.
Á Do your homework on YWAM. A big part of this is making sure you understand what you are a part of and it³s 

amazing history!
Á Find out about YWAM. Know it³s history, it³s plans, and the vision behind those plans is critical, as it will help 

those you are communicating with get excited about what we are doing, and excited about what part they can play in 
that. 

Á Now that you³re here, what are you actually doing? You need to know how to explain your ministry to people in 
terms that they can understand. In other words, if someone asked you what you do, how would you answer them?

Á Speak out in faith about your gratefulness and the Lord³s provision and direction, trusting Him for your answers and 
sustenance. 

Á Expect battles, troubles and difficulties, but accept them as tutors rather than afflictions.
Á Learn to wait upon the Lord with patience, not expecting that every need will be met immediately. Give Him time to 

meet your needs.
Á Don³t give up!

Á Be accountable to people around you and don³t be afraid to ask for prayer.

Á Don³t be idle with you time! Proverbs 6:6-11

Á Plan for the future, but don³t live in it. God³s doing a new thing in you, which means the past is gone. Make sure you 
live each day as it comes.



Thinking Biblically About Fund Raising

Obstacles to Raising Personal Support

  1. No Potential Giver
  a) Not scriptural

 2. Attitude
  a) Is it really right?
  b) Get by mentality.
  c) Fear of rejection - Often our theological cases are just fear.
  d) Laziness - We would choose anything over raising funds. 

 3. Lack the skills
  a) A problem in  · We are not always excellent in what we do.

 Definition of a professional: A person with a high degree of knowledge or skill in a particular field.
 
 4. Lack the time
  a) Your schedule is often a poor excuse. It is a matter of priorities.

 5. Target Only Ministry
  a) Don³t think that you have to get all your support from the one target area.  Ask around.

 6. Accountability
  a) What will happen if you are not up to budget?
  b) Who will hold you accountable? (My father-in-law - if married)

 7. Strategy
  a) Do you have one?

Attitudes and Beliefs Speak Louder Than What You Say!! God is the source of all finances! The worst thing in finance is 
when people lose heart and get weary because their focus remains on ´feelingµ poor.  The strength of our hope doesn³t come from 
our country³s economy, or from trusting in the goodwill of our pastor, it comes from God. He will keep us strong even when the 
circumstances are bad.

 
  1. Biblical giving and receiving is vertical.

2. Numbers 18:24  ´For the tithe of the sons of Israel which they offer as  
  an offering to the Lord, I have given to the Levities....µ

3. Philippians 4:18  ´...having received from Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant aroma, an acceptable 
sacrifice, well pleasing to God.µ

  4. 1 Chronicles 29:12  ´Both riches and honor come from Thee...µ
   a. We tend to look to two other sources besides the Lord.
    (i) People - A horizontal view, which is not Biblical.     

(ii) Our own selves and effort - Owning a computer will not get you up to budget.  (Mass 
newsletters are not the best from of communication).

   b. The money for your ministry is already there.
    (i) ´ If ´ we believe God is the source, then we will:
     a) Pray
     b) Walk in integrity
    (ii) Many people have an opinion on fundraising but have      
         never walked it out.

Objective: To learn how to overcome obstacles in support raising that we face and the impor-
tance of renewing our minds (Romans 12:1-4)



You deserve support 
Á If money were handed out according to the value of what people do, you would be one of the richest people in 

Australia. Unfortunately the world doesn³t work that way.  

Á The world is weird.  It makes a man a multi-millionaire just for kicking a soccer ball. It should not have the authority 
to form your personal values. 

Á In order for you to receive money graciously and not manipulate your supporters in any way, you need to feel right 
about receiving it. You must understand that you are worth the money and  you deserve it. 

Á You are not a beggar. Do not allow people to make you feel like you are. You are asking for partners to join you in a 
noble cause.

Your supporters are a valuable part of your ministry team 
Á Your supporters are not just a source of money. You have the obligation to really love them, pray for them, write to 

them, and minister to them. Ask the Lord to help you know how to minister to them.

Á They are members of your team, part of your family, and partners in your ministry. Write and tell them about your 
victories and tell them ´I hope this makes you happy because you are a partner in this.µ

Á Getting them involved in supporting you is an act of love - it blesses them. 

Á Do you really believe that supporting you blesses them? We have trouble going out and getting supporters because 
we think that we³re asking the person to give up something good and make a sacrifice for us. When someone 
commits to support you, what³s going to happen to that person³s finances? Long term, God is going to bless them. 
But you don³t want to tell them to give to you because they³ll get more, because that³s using greed to manipulate 
them. The Bible makes it clear that no man gives up houses, money, land etc, for God without getting 100 times 
back in reward whether here or in heaven. 

Á If one of your supporters goes bankrupt and stops supporting you, don³t abandon them. Don³t dump them because 
they are no longer useful to you.  Knit your life with theirs. Pray for them and communicate to them. This will prove 
that you are as committed to them as they are to you. 

Á When you invite somebody to give you missionary support, you³re inviting them into the greatest blessing they³ll 
ever have. Ask God to convince you of this deep in your heart. 

Your work is worth giving to
Á How much is a person worth in monetary terms? Jesus said ´What does it profit a man if he wins the whole world 

yet loses his soul?µ He made a comparison between the whole world and one soul, and the soul was worth more. 

Á In terms of profit making, if we were to gather together the heads of the largest companies in the world and compare 
the profits we made with the profits they³ve made, we would win by a very, very long margin. 

Á You³re not in this occupation because you³re a con-artist who wants to make a living; you³re doing this because of 
the passion in your soul to win others to Jesus. 

Á If you believe with all your heart that this work is worth supporting, then others might believe it too.  Go looking for 
partners as a noble undertaking and don³t be embarrassed. 

5) About your leader - doesn³t owe you support 

Á There is can be a paternal attitude that will tell you it³s a crime if the ministry doesn³t pay you; or if the Base Leader 
is not paying you as an employee. It³s easy to slip into the attitude of ´I³m here, I³m available for you to use, but you 
take care of meµ.



Financial freedom is something that God understands we need. If we need it then it must be a required objective, so we need to 
plan it in. So many missionaries leave the field because of finances. 

Most of the world lives for money, and many Christian churches today teach that this is right. It³s not!  We have a lot of 
indiscriminate teaching about prosperity. Missionaries are no more immune from bad attitudes about money or love of money as 
is any other group. 

Mark 5:1-20 When we look at the story of the demoniac who was set free by Jesus, and the demons (legion) were cast into the pig 
herd and ran into the sea and drowned, we see that the people of the village were angry with Jesus.  He had set the man free, but at 
the same time he had destroyed a whole herd of pigs, which was a major source of income as part of their economy. 

Many people have mixed ideas about missions; it means one thing to one, to another they may view it as losing all your money 
if you follow God. Being in missions is not a second rate choice of what to do with your life!  Many missionaries give up their 
calling because they are tired of being poor. 

Mammon runs through all of these areas: 

Ø Lust of the eyes is a desire to possess things. Guard your hearts as this may be a great temptation. For many women, 
especially after they get married, they can fall into the trap of allowing themselves to lust for things.  Men also fall 
into this sin, especially when they want new computers.You don³t really need as much stuff as you think

Ø Lust of the flesh this is a love of pleasant sensations, love of food, drink, sex, or drugs. This happens when you are 
dominated by your appetites. 

Ø Pride of life is lust to be someone, to have respect, honour and position. 

1) Mammon 
The word mammon translates to ´richesµ, ²all material things that riches can buy³. (Of Chaldee origin (coný dence, that is, figuratively 
wealth, personified); mammonas, that is, avarice (deified):¸mammon.)

a) You cannot serve both God and Money · Matt.6:24. 

¶ When we dedicate our lives to money, we are worshiping the false god Mammon, and loving him above God. 
We must make a clear decision about who we are going to serve.

¶ How many times we hear people say ´get your financial life together first and then you can be involved in 
missionsµ?  Many Christians can walk in idolatry in this area and not even realise it, they can be blind and 
bound by their circumstances. We need to place obedience to God before all our well thought out plans. 

¶ Some people are called to be rich. It³s not about having the money or not having it - it³s about loving it.  
¶ There are very rich people who are free from the love of money - it³s difficult, but there are some.  
¶ There are also poor people who are greedy and think about nothing other than money from the time they wake 

up until they go to bed at night.
¶ It³s not how much money you have, it³s how much money has you. 
Ø 1 Tim. 6:6-10 ´For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have 

wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.µ 
¶ Money will bring great evil to our lives if we allow it to. 
¶ It³s foolish to read something like this and then make money your goal in life.

2) Signs of his influence in our lives:

a) Stinginess, resist giving:

¶ Many times as missionaries we don³t give anything · ´I don³t have anything, I live by faithµ. If you truly live by 
faith, you should have something. 

1) Ezek.16:49,50  ´Now this was the sin of your sister Sodom: She and her daughters were arrogant, 

Objective: To learn about the love of money and the hold it can have on our lives, and how to 
integrate our financial support needs into the entirety of our lives.  



overfed and unconcerned; they did not help the poor and needy.µ

2) Prov 14:31 31  ´He who oppresses the poor shows contempt for their Maker, but whoever is kind to 
the needy honours God.µ

a) 0ppress poor = contempt for God 

3) Prov 22:9 ´A generous man will himself be blessed, for he shares his food with the poor.µ
a) Blessed who share with poor 

¶ If you find it very difficult to give then Mammon may have too much influence in your life.  You can talk about 
all the strongholds of religious oppression etc, but this can be a greatest strongholds. 

b) Impatience in money matters:

¶ You know this is an issue in your life if you can³t wait for money and are willing to try manipulating methods 
in order to get it, you will destroy a relationship in order to get money for an emergency, or instead of waiting 
until you could afford something you³ll go and get it because you want it now. We can also call this the ³get rich 
quick³ method. 

1) Prov. 12:11... Till the land or chase fantasies 
2) Prov. 28:22. Stingy, eager to get rich=poverty 
3) Prov. 21:5... Haste leads to poverty   

¶ Building relationships and hard work will help give you financial freedom. 

c) Feeling your own worth according to the money you have:

 Matt 16:25,26...  What profit is it to gain world but lose your soul?

¶ The problem with young men in the mission field isn³t the lack of money itself, but the beating their pride takes 
in not having the money.

Ø Luke 8:1-3 Jesus was the most important man that ever lived and he had a group of women who followed him 
around and gave him money · how embarrassing!! He was totally free from Mammon.

d) Spending more that you have; bad debts:

¶ There³s nothing wrong with borrowing money at certain times for certain reasons, but these times are very 
rare, and it is almost always better to wait until you can afford whatever it is.

 
1) Prov.21:20... A wise man stores, but a fool spends all. 
2) Prov.22:7... A borrower becomes a servant to the lender. 

¶ You don³t have to be rich to be doing this. You borrow from Joe, then you borrow from Mike to pay Joe, 
and on and on. Suddenly you end up in a mess.

e) Catering to the rich or despising the poor: 

1)    Prov.22:16... He who oppresses poor or gives gifts to the rich  
2) James 2:1-7... Favouritism to the rich condemned 

f) Covetousness... longing for things 

¶ Exodus 20:17...Thou shalt not covet

g) Greed... ordering your life around acquisition or being willing to wrong someone in order to get money or things. 
This is a form of idolatry.  

Ø Col.3:5 ´Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, 
evil desires and greed, which is idolatry.µ 

¶ Idolatry is one form of worshiping Mammon, but greed is taking it one step further.   
¶ Young people will take a course of study in order to become a missionary, and when they finally get their 

degree and job offers, it³s very hard to say no. I have a lot of admiration for people like doctors and the like, 
who could make a lot of money, but instead put all that aside and go into missions.



¶ People will counsel you to order your life around the acquisition of things or money. If you do it you are an 
idolater. 

h) Worry... Security comes from money... Matt 6:19-30... Do not worry about these things! 

Jim Steir said ´I had this $20 bill once, and no matter how hard things got, I kept this folded up in the corner of 
my wallet.  When the day came when we didn³t have any food for lunch, nobody had any money, either I³m going 
to give that $20 or the people aren³t going to eat, I took it out of my wallet and gave it even though I didn³t know 
where the next dollar would come from.  I³ve given great big offerings with a lot less pain than when I gave that $20 
that day, because I knew that now I didn³t have anything, and I was way off in a strange continent that l was barely 
getting to know with nothing. I got pretty worried.µ 

¶ We can all worry about money that can be a sign that Mammon has too much influence in your life. 
We need to be wise in how we plan and not be flippant about our faith, knowing our money needs and 
responsibilities.

¶ Money can be another name for chronic fear. 

i) Discontentment. A little more, then I³ll be happy. Philippians 4:10-20... 
Paul learned to be content, in all circumstances, with money or without. 

¶ If we think, ´l just need a little moreµ, what happens is you get a little more, but your appetite for it has 
grown and you still want more.  You will never be content by getting more and more stuff.  Mammon 
always tries to tell us that more will satisfy.

¶ This scripture is about being content even if you don³t have anything, and Paul said he had to learn that, so 
don³t be discouraged if you are still learning it. It³s a process. 

¶ Don³t be envious of others on your base if they have more stuff than you, and think that God loves them 
more because he³s blessed them. Someone else having a lot has nothing to do with God³s blessing on your 
life.  

j) Fights over finances: 

 1 Timothy 6:3-10... constant friction between men of corrupt mind. 
Many marriages also suffer conflict over money and it can be a sign of Mammon³s influence in our lives. 

There are four basic lifestyle requirements for enduring, holistic prosperity. 

You can³t simply take this teaching about support and try to apply it in the financial department of your life and turn it into a mere 
technique. It has to be integrated with your whole life, where it can flow and be genuine. You can³t glue the technique onto an 
irresponsible life. It won³t work. You may be able to get a lot of money, but you will leave a lot of devastation behind you, and 
your life will be empty. 

1) Keeping a Pure heart: 

a) Love for the world. 

¶ James 4:1... ´What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don³t they come from your desires that battle within you?µ 
¶ You want something but don³t get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what-you want. You quarrel and fight. You 

do not have, because you do not ask God.
¶ When you ask you do not receive because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you have on your 

pleasures. 
¶ You adulterous people, don³t you know that friendship with the world is hatred towards God? Anyone who chooses to be 

a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. 

1. Prayer not answered 
2. Quarrelling and fighting 
3. Enemy of God 

b) Love of money.

¶ 1Tim 6:5  ´And constant friction between men of corrupt mind, who have been robbed of the truth and who think 
that godliness is a means to financial gain.µ

¶ But godliness with contentment is great gain. 



¶ For we brought nothing into the world and we can take nothing out of it. 
¶ But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 
¶ People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge 

men into ruin and destruction.
¶ For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and 

pierced themselves with many grief³s. 
¶ But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness faith, love, endurance and gentleness. 
¶ Some people take godliness, they make it as their alternative action, and their real goal is financial gain. That is 

completely backwards. It³s the wrong goal! 

Some of the results of loving money 

1. Fighting and friction 
2. Use godliness as profit source - manipulation 
3. Fall into temptation 
4. All kinds of evil and many grief³s. 
5. Wander from the faith 
6. vs.6 great gain and contentment for the godly 

¶ There are tens of thousands of preachers who say, µif you give your money to me God will give you back 
ten and one hundred foldµ. People are falling into this trap. 

¶ It is so important to have a holistic view.
 

c) Wrong master. 

Á Matt 6:21 µ... you cannot serve both God and Money...31.So do not worry, saying, what shall we eat?µ or ³what shall 
we drink?µ or ³what shall we wear?µ 32. For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that 
you need them. 33. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well 34. 
Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of it³s own. 

2) You must have faith:
 

a) A stable trust and hope. 

Á James 1:6 ..When you ask you must believe and not doubt because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and 
tossed by the wind. That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, 
unstable in all he does.

Á Heb.11:6 ..Without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists 
and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. It should included an attitude that honors and pleases God, it should 
lead us to obedience where it seems impossible. 

Á Heb 11:7 .. By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family.
Á You don³t limit your horizons because of the money that you have right now.
Á You believe God and go to work in reaching your goals, one by one.
Á You³re not easily discouraged. To you, God³s character is as real as what people call the practical reality. 
Á You³re a person of faith and you obey with a courageous obedience. 
Á In , we have an attitude of ´just believe God and go for itµ. One of our tribal traditions is storytelling, and there are many 

stories about financial miracles. This is part of who we are. Many YWAMers have stories of financial miracles, and we 
can not let financial management simply replace this.

Á When the time came for the Israelites to cross the Jordan, the manna stopped. God could still provide miraculously for 
the individuals, but he wanted to take them on from there. As a mission in many areas we have moved on and crossed 
the Jordan and are now taking the land. Individuals and centres will still have the manna experiences from time to time, 
especially when just beginning a new work, but God wants us to move into our inheritance. The Israelites did have a land 
flowing with milk and honey, but it also meant work, ploughing the fields and planting crops. This can also be the case 
for us, when the manna stops and the time for miraculous provision by God comes to an end for us as individuals, we 
need to get to work in order to see provision come. 

3) Diligence:

a. Prov.6:6-8 µ...Go to the ant you sluggard, consider it³s ways and be wise. It has no commander, overseer or 
ruler, yet it stores its provisions in summer and gathers it³s food at harvestµ. 
¶ The ant not only works hard but it organizes. 

b. Prov.6:9-10 µ...How long will you lie there you sluggard, a little sleep a little slumber, a little folding of the 
hands to rest, and poverty will come upon you like a bandit and scarcity like an armed man.µ 



¶ This is a promise that you never find in those little µpromise boxesµ people have. They never put the 
negative ones in.   

¶ You can³t lie around all day and as you roll over to get comfortable, say µoh God, pay the rent, I³ve got to 
get on with my siestaµ. 

¶ lf you want to sleep in the afternoon go ahead, but you should lop a few hours off your sleep time at night 
and work then. 

Ø It³s fraud if we are not diligent. We take money from the Body of Christ to do world missions, and if we 
don³t do it, then we are liars and thieves, and God will not support that kind of system, he will not bless you 
in that kind of attitude.

If you³ve got a  base where everybody is lying around sleeping and resting all the time, trusting God to provide their 
support, then God will fulfil his promise · a little sleep, a little slumber... poverty. God says that he who doesn³t work 
shouldn³t eat, and he³ll make sure you don³t. You say, ´but I know someone who works very hard in evangelism and 
they³re still poorµ, and I³ll say to you take a look at them in 10 years and see if they³re poor then. We are not talking 
about a little short term, instantaneous thing here, it³s an incremental thing, and we can prosper over a long period of 
time. 

4) Wisdom: 

There is a very clear link between wisdom and long-term wealth or prosperity. 

¶ Prov.8:15-21 µBy me kings reign and rulers make laws that are just, by me princes govern and all nobles who rule on 
earth, I love those who love me and those who seek me find me, with me are riches and honour, enduring wealth and 
prosperity.

¶ My fruit is better than fine gold, what I yield surpasses silver, I walk in the way of righteousness along the paths of 
justice bestowing wealth on those who love me and making their treasuries full.µ  

¶ Prosperity/finances is not one-dimensional, there³s not a little financial corner of your life. This is a part of your 
whole life, and you have to have these principles in place in order for the rest of it to work. 

For a person that supports you, where their treasure is there heart is also. So if you have ten on your base, and each one 
has twenty people supporting them, we will have some two thousand people giving, praying and embracing  in their 
hearts. 

When you³re giving in a time of µMannaµ, it³s a time of testing, and it³s hard. But God will bring you through that and 
across the Jordan into a time of abundance. However, we are warned about the times of abundance, how easy it is to 
grow proud in our hearts and forget how much we need him. You can produce wealth, but it is God who gives you the 
ability to produce wealth (Deut.8:18). I³m going to teach you today, what to actually do, but I don³t want you to get the 
idea that it³s a substitute for trusting God. That³s not what I³m teaching, but it³s God who is going to give the ability. If 
you see  leaders who look like abundance just seems to thrive in their lives, that³s an ability. God will give to everyone 
who asks in faith, the ability to have all of what you need for you and your family, and with some leftover for what you 
want.

We see in Deut.8 that God links prosperity with the covenant he made with Abraham saying he would bless him. God 
also promised Abraham that all peoples on earth would be blessed by him. We need to take a hold of that, ³God you 
promised to bless me, and bless all peoples through me.³ This includes finances. ³Lord I give my life to fulfilling your 
word but I need money to do it. I don³t love money or lust for it, but I love your kingdom and to extend it I need money, 
so give me Lord the ability to produce wealth.³  We need to pray earnestly and with zeal for this because it is the revealed 
word of God. God³s promises are conditional, and one of the conditions is prevailing prayer. So when we³re talking 
about the money we need to do the will of God, he has clearly revealed in his word that he is willing to do that so that we 
can bless all peoples, he clearly indicates that because of the covenant he will give us the ability to produce wealth. But 
our reaction to that is active not passive. We seek him with great expectancy, hope and certainty of victory because he³s 
the one who promised the blessings, and he will do it.

If we cannot learn to be faithful were we are at right now, then what makes us think we can do better in a different 
location.



Jesus spoke often concerning wealth, both about its use and it³s careless abuse. In fact, He spoke more directly about stewardship 
than about any other subject. Approximately seven hundred direct statements in the Bible relate to finances.  One could add to 
these a hundred more indirect references, and nearly two-thirds of the parables Christ taught deal with the use of wealth. In Loren 
Cunningham³s book ´Daring to Live on the Edgeµ he states there are 3,225 references to financial matters in the Bible. God often 
compares our use of wealth with our commitment to Him. Through the centuries, God has supplied His people³s needs through 
others, and you can be confident that He has promised to supply your every need as well.  Phil. 4-19, 1Cor. 9-27

What is the Biblical basis for a Christian worker being supported by others?

1. Example of the Levites

  1. God selected a few people for special services to be supported by the others.
2. Numbers 18:21 ´And the sons of Levi, behold I have given all the tithe in Israel for an inheritance, in return 
to their service which they perform, the service of the tent of meeting.µ
3. Deut.14:27 ´Also you shall not neglect the Levite who is in your town, for he has no portion or inheritance 
among you.µ
4. I Cor.9:13 ´Don³t you know that those who perform sacred services eat the food of the temple, and those who 
attend regularly to the altar have their share with the altar?µ

2. Example of Jesus - Luke 8:1-3

1. If it was wrong for us to be supported by others, Jesus would not have permitted it in His own ministry.
2. Although Jesus turned water into wine and multiplied loaves and fishes, He chose to be supported by others.

3. Teaching of Jesus

1. Matt.10:9-10 ´Do not acquire gold, or silver, or copper for your money belts, or a bag for your journey, or 
even two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for the worker is worthy of his support.µ

a. The phrase, ´The worker is worthy of his supportµ makes this a timeless principle, not merely a one-
time event never to be repeated.

4. Examples and Teachings of Paul

1. Acts 18:5 ´But when Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia, Paul began devoting himself 
completely to the Word...µ
2. Paul made tents and received support depending on how it would affect the progress of the gospel.

   a. Places where he worked as a tentmaker v. requesting support
    1) Thessalonica  -  I Thessalonians 2:9
     a) It was a new church
     b) It had a cross-cultural ministry

    2) Corinth  -   I Thessalonians 3:8-9
     a) Corinthians had a suspicious nature

    3) Ephesus  -  Acts 20:33-34
     a) Religion centered on silversmith³s business

5. The Right Not Demanded    I Corinth. 9 

  1. Do you have the right to be supported by believers?
   a. Appeal to logic  (9:7).
   b. Appeal to Scripture (9:8 - 10).

c. Principle: We have the right to reap material things from those to whom we minister ( 9:11).

Objective: To learn a Biblical basis for your ministrey in the body of Christ and to answer issues 
of conscience.   



   d. Principle affirmed but not demanded (9:11).
e. Appeal to temple food system. Those who attend the altar share with the altar (9:13).

   f. Appeal to Christ³s teaching (9:14).
   g. Principle reaffirmed but not demanded (9:15-18).

6. The Bible is the standard for fund raising ethics and practice.

 a) Just because a fund raising tactic works, does not make it right.
b) II. Cor. 4:2  ´... we have renounced the things hidden because of shame, not walking in craftiness....µ

7. Fund raising is a spiritual ministry.

1. It helps others lay their treasure in Heaven.
2. It provides opportunities for others to show their concern.

   a) Phil. 4:10  ´...you were concerned before but you lacked opportunity.µ
3. It opens doors for further ministry with others.

8. Receiving support is a Biblical right, but it does not entitle you to be pushy or demanding.

1. I.Cor.9:14 ´So also the Lord directed those who proclaim the gospel to get their living from the gospel.µ
2. Sensitivity - not pushiness! Appeal - do not command!

9. Focus on the giver, not their money.

1. Proverbs 19:6  ´Many will entreat the favour of a generous man, and every man is a friend to him who gives 
gifts.µ
2. Phil. 4:17 ´Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek for the profit which increases to your account.µ
3. How to keep motivation clear:

a. Admit there is temptation.
b. Decide what is right to do for the individual, even if you do not get money.

 c. Determine not to hint.

10. Emphasize the greatness of your vision, not the greatness of your need.

1. Paul³s vision
a. Romans 15:20 ´And thus I aspired to preach the gospel, not where Christ was already named, that I 
might not build upon another man³s foundation.µ

2. Paul³s basis for this vision
a. Romans 15:21 ´They who had no news of him shall see, and they who have not heard shall 
understand.µ

Paul³s appeal for help

a. Romans 15:24 ´...for I hope to see you in passing, and to be helped on my way there by you....µ
   1) Helped  =  propempo  =  practical assistance

b. The vision must precede the need.
1) Invite people to give to the most exciting work of God on earth-- your ministry!
2) Illustrate your ministry in the organizational context. Do not merely explain it.

11. Principles & observations for a Biblical basis for support raising.
Exodus 25:1-2;  35:4-5      Numbers 8:14; 18:21-24
Deut. 14:27; 16:17      1 Samuel 9:7-8
1Kings 17:1-16      Nehemiah 2:1-8; 13:14
Proverbs 30:7-9      Matthew 10:5-15; 11:18-19
Luke 8:1-3; 10:1-8;  16:10-12;  21;1-4;  22:35-38  John 12:3-8
Acts 10:2-4;  18:3-5;  20:33-35    Romans 15:20-24
2 Cor. 1:16; 8-9;  12:13     Philippians 4:10-20
1 Thess. 2:9      2 Thess. 3:7-9
1 Tim. 5:17-18; 6:17


